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27 January 2011  

 

Speech Delivered by Ambassador Ertan Tezgör, on behalf of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, in Istanbul on the International Day of 

Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust 
 

Honourable Chief Rabbi, 

President of the Turkish Jewish Community, 

Esteemed Participants, 

 

In 2005, the United Nations General Assembly designated 27th of January as the annual 

International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust. This day 

marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp. 

Today we respectfully remember millions of Jews and members of many other minority groups 

who lost their lives under the Nazi regime during the Second World War.  

 

In order to annihilate millions of innocent people, millions of meters of railroads were laid, 

wagons were manufactured, gas chambers, concentration and death camps were built.  Thus, an 

industrial infrastructure was created to kill and destroy humans with all their existence.  This sad 

truth must be carved in the collective memory of humanity and we have to draw lessons from it 

for the future.  Holocaust is a unique tragedy recorded by history. 

 

For centuries, we have received with open arms and given asylum to Jews, Poles, Hungarians, 

Romanians, Ukrainians, Abkhazians, Circassians, Crimean Tatars, Georgians, Azerbaijanis, 

Kazakh and Kirghiz peoples, Russians escaping from the Communist  Revolution, 

Bangladeshis, Afghan and Iraqi  peoples and many others who had to escape from the 

environment of oppression, tyranny and fanaticism. This sheltering attitude reflects our nation’s 

character. 

 

In 1492, the Spanish Sephardic Jews who were forced to abandon their faith or leave the country 

or "not to come back for whatever reason" were invited to the Ottoman Empire. Quincentenial 

anniversary of this invitation and foundation of a new homeland was celebrated in 1992. 

 

During the Second World War, Turkey’s natural reflex was to try to protect the Jews in Europe 

targeted by the Nazi regime. Efforts were made to rescue Turkish citizens from the genocide and 

keep their belongings and properties from harm.  These facts are clearly affirmed by the 

testimonies of survivors and archival documents and make us proud of the history of our nation 

and the Ministry. World-renowned in their branches, Professors of Jewish origin who seek 

refuge in our country were provided with an opportunity to continue their research at our 

universities. In Istanbul, a new Jewish community expelled from Europe emerged and made 

valuable contributions to our relatively young republic at that time.  

 

On this occasion, we also respectfully remember our diplomats who did not hesitate to risk their 

lives to protect and save the persons targeted by the Nazi regime during the Second World War. 

 

A point not to be forgotten is that the Holocaust is a product of anti-Semitism which we 

consider a crime against humanity. Turkey is determined to continue its principled policy of 
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remembering the Holocaust and drawing lessons from it and combating racism, xenophobia, 

Islamophobia and anti-Semitism. 

 

The Chairman of Turkey’s Parliamentary EU Harmonization Commission and Former Minister 

for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, Mr. Yaşar Yakış, representing the President of Turkey and the 

State Minister and Chief EU Negotiator, Mr. Egemen Bağış, representing the Government of 

Turkey, will participate in the Holocaust Commemoration Ceremonies organized in Auschwitz, 

Poland, on February 1. In response to a letter addressed by Polish Prime Minister to our Prime 

Minister, the Turkish Government has presented a meaningful contribution to the Fund created 

for the maintenance of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

 

Honourable Chief Rabbi, 

President of the Turkish Jewish Community, 

Esteemed Participants, 

 

On the 66th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, while emphasizing that Shoa 

can never be forgotten and by drawing lessons for the human race from this gravest crime 

against humanity in history, we remember the importance of working together to create a better 

future and a peaceful world. 

 

I would like to conclude my speech with the Mr. Prime Minister’s statement during his visit to 

Yad Vashem Museum in Jerusalem in 2005. 

 

“Holocaust is the most unthinkable crime against humanity. Humanity must not be confronted 

with a similar event again.” 

 

Never again! 

 

 

 

 


